AFTER   EVEREST
four porters to get right above me, and then make their
way vertically down to me, so that if there was a slip I
could catch them. In natural, but disastrous impatience,
two of them started coming down to me from over on
my left, entirely unsafeguarded, and the worst happened.
The two slipped, started a small avalanche of snow, and,
I thought, were going to go down, to certain death. By
the grace of God, they stopped at a place which I thought
I could just reach. I chaffed them and said cheerio (as
well as I could in their not too familiar tongue) to prevent
wind-up and struggles which might lead to further dis-
aster. I told them to remain perfectly still. Norton and
Co. were able to give me about 15 feet more rope, and
by tying the end to my right wrist and moving the ice-
axe a bit, belaying the rope round it as a safeguard, I
was just able to reach the two offenders with my left
hand and shepherd them one by one to the place where
the axe was. There they were safe (if any of us were,
which is doubtful), and using the rope as a hand-rail they
finally reached Norton and Mallory, where there was real
safety. The other two porters were wiser and did as I
told them, reaching me and the rope without mishap.
But the whole thing was pretty well touch and go, and
you can imagine my relief when the last of the four coolies
was in the arms of Norton, and I was going back along
the tracks with the 250-foot rope getting shorter and
shorter as I proceeded. Once we had forgathered, it was
a question of time, and not of danger, to get home to
No. 3 Camp. One of the chaps got both hands badly
frostbitten, but there were no other mishaps. But it was
all tough work in the thick, deep snow, and we were very,
very tired when Odell and Noel met us with hot soup on
the glacier. Thus encouraged, we reached camp at 8 p.m.
Apart from the danger, it was a gruelling day and took
the stuffing out of us, for we all had hard work, especially
In the kicking of steps in the new snow, which was always
a foot deep, and sometimes up to the waist.
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